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Reference may also be made to the following tines:
BLOOD EXAMINATION	LEUKAEMIA
HAEMOPHILIA	SC U RVY
SPLEEN DISEASES
l.-DEFINITION AND CLASSIFICATION
596.] Knowledge of the haernorrhagic diseases is \eryincomplete. The
symptoms are obvious and often dramatic, but the essential processes in
their production are unknown. In some forms the causal factor is clear.
as in the haemorrhages which follow snake bite or a deficiency of
vitamin C; in others there is a well marked pathological factor, as in
haemophilia (see p. 123). Even in such cases it is not kno\vn why blood
does not clot or how it can escape so rapidly in the absence of definite
discontinuity of vessels; but in a large group of haernorrhagic diseases
there are not any undisputed factors or e\en a nomenclature under
which to discuss them.
The term haernorrhagic diathesis is applied to a condition in which Hcemorrliagic
spontaneous extravasation of blood tends to take place into the skin diathesli>
and other tissues and from the mucous membranes. The haemorrhages
may recur over many years with intermissions or throughout life, and
the tendency may be hereditary; but in other cases the haemorrhages
develop suddenly without any warning. The term primary purpura has Primary
been used for this condition but is not descriptive of it, as purpura refers Plt*'Pltra
only to small extravasations into the skin or mucous membranes and
does not express the wide-spread haernorrhagic manifestations \vhich
develop, nor is purpura invariably present. In the true haernorrhagic
diathesis haemorrhages may occur spontaneously from any site. Purpura
should ne\er be regarded lightly, for even a few transient purpuric spots
are evidence of some general dyscrasia.
In addition to this primary group there are cases in which similar
haemorrhages occur in the course of some other disease, such as
leukaemia, and this type is commonly referred to as secondary or Secondary
symptomatic purpura. The manifestations may be indistinguishable Pl"Pura
from those in the primary haernorrhagic diathesis.
Other haemorrhagic diseases exist, such as haemophilia, which is Haemophilia
distinguished by several well recognized features, especially the sex-
linked inheritance, and the importance of vitamin deficiency is daily
becoming clearer. Intermediate and doubtful cases are met with which
do not fall into any group, but the following classification may be Classification
accepted on our present knowledge:
(A)   Primary  non-hereditary  haemorrhagic diathesis:  (i) Purpura

